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Director of the United States Patent and Trademark Office 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, Applicant hereby submits an 
Information Disclosure Statement for consideration by the Examiner. 

I. LIST OF PATENTS. PUBLICATIONS. AND OTHER INFORMATION 

The patents, publications and other information requested to be considered by 
the Office (except unpublished U.S. patent applications) are listed on Form 1449 
attached hereto. 

II. COPIES 

A. Submitted herewith is a legible copy of (i) each foreign patent; (ii) each 
publication or that portion which caused it to be listed, other than U.S. patents 
and U.S. patent application publications unless required by the Office; (iii) each 
unpublished U.S. application listed below in Section IV (i.e., including the 
specification, claims, and any drawing of the application, or that portion of the 
application which caused it to be listed, including any claims directed to that 
portion), except for such applications filed on or after June 30, 2003, pursuant to 
the Waiver of the Copy Requirement in 37 C.F.R. 1.98 (OG Notice dated 
October 19, 2004); and (iv) all other information or that portion which caused it to 
be listed. 
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B. Q Any patents, publications or other information which are listed on Form 
1449 or on the copies of PTO-892, but which are not enclosed herewith, were 
previously cited by or submitted to the PTO in one of the following applications 
which has been relied upon for an earlier filing date under 35 U.S.C. § 120: 

U.S. Serial Number U.S. Filing Date 



C. D This is a PCT application in the entry of the National Phase in the United 
States. A copy of the International Search Report is attached for the Examiner's 
information. The documents listed on the International Search report are listed 
on the attached Form 1449 for consideration by the Examiner and for listing on 
any patent resulting from this application. If the International Search report was 
from the US, EPO, or JPO search authorities, copies of these references should 
have been supplied to the USPTO under the trilateral agreement and are 
believed to be in the file of the above-identified application. (MPEP 1893.03(g).) 

III. CONCISE EXPLANATION OF THE RELEVANCE (check at least one box) 

A. £3 Except as may be indicated below in (B), all of the patents, publications or 
other information are in the English language (concise explanation not required). 

B. ^ A concise explanation of the relevance of each patent, publication or other 
information listed that is not in the English language is as follows (see 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.98(a)(3)): 

1 . □ See the attached foreign patent office communication from a 
counterpart foreign application: 



2. □ English translations are provided: 



3. IE! Other: 

• While Applicant does not possess an English translation of French 
Document 1.111.677, this reference appears to be directed to a form of a 
gripping device. 

• While Applicant does not possess an English translation of German 
Patent No. 337437, this reference appears to be directed to a press device. 

• While Applicant does not possess an English translation of Swiss 
Patent No. 1 17960, this reference appears to be directed to a press device. 
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C. □ The following additional information is provided for the Examiner's 
consideration. 



IV. CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION(S) 

A. □ The Examiner is advised that the following co-pending application(s) 
contain(s) subject matter that may be related to the present application. By 
bringing this(these) application(s) to the Examiner's attention, Applicant(s) does 
(do) not waive the confidentiality provisions of 35 U.S.C. § 122. 

Serial No. Filing Date Inventor(s) 



V. THIS IDS IS BEING FILED UNDER 

A. (El 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b): (check onjy one box) 

1 . □ within three months of the filing date of a national application other 
than a continued prosecution application under § 1.53(d) (37 C.F.R. § 
1 .97(b)(1 )). No fee or certification is required. 

2. □ within three months of the date of entry of the national stage as set 
forth in § 1.491 in an international application (37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(b)(2)). No 
fee or certification is required. 

3. □ before the mailing of a first Office Action on the merits (37 C.F.R. § 
1.97(b)(3)). No fee or certification is required. In the event that a first 
Office Action on the merits has been issued, please consider this IDS 
under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c) and see the certification under 37 C.F.R. § 
1 .97(e) below; or, if no certification has been made, charge our deposit 
account a fee in the amount of $180.00 as required by 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 7(p). 

4. ^ before the mailing of a first Office Action after the filing of a request 
for continued examination under 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 14. No fee or certification 
is required. 

B. □ 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(c): (check only one box) 

before the mailing date of either any Final Office Action under 37 C.F.R. § 
1.113, a Notice of Allowance under 37 C.F.R. § 1.311, or an action that 
otherwise closes prosecution. 
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1. □ No certification; therefore, a fee in the amount of $180.00 is required 
by 37 C.F.R. § 1.17(p). 

2. □ See the certification below. No fee is required. 

CD 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(d): 

after the mailing date of either a Final Office Action under 37 C.F.R. § 
1.1 13 or a Notice of Allowance under 37 C.F.R. § 1.31 1, yet on or before 
payment of the issue fee. 

1. □ See the certification below. A fee in the amount of $180.00 is 
required by 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 7(p). 

VI . CERTIFICATION UNDER 37 C.F.R. S 1.97(e): (check only one box) 

The undersigned hereby certifies that: 

A. □ each item of information contained in this IDS was first cited in a 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application 
not more than three months prior to the filing of this IDS (See 37 C.F.R. § 
1.97(e)(1)). See further statement under 37 C.F.R. 1.704(d) below in section VII. 
if applicable : or 

B. O no item of information contained in this IDS was cited in a communication 
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the 
knowledge of the undersigned after making reasonable inquiry, no item of 
information contained in this IDS was known to any individual designated in 37 

C. F.R. § 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of this IDS (See 37 
C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(2)). 

C. D some of the items of information were first cited in a communication from a 
foreign patent office. As to this information, the undersigned hereby certifies that 
each item of information contained in this IDS was cited in a communication from 
a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three 
months prior to the filing of this IDS. As to the remaining information, the 
undersigned hereby certifies that no item of this remaining information contained 
in this IDS was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a 
counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the undersigned after 
making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in this IDS was 
known to any individual designated in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c) more than three 
months prior to the filing of this IDS. 
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VII. STATEMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. 1.704(d) 



The undersigned hereby states that: 

□ each item of information contained in this IDS was cited in a communication 
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart application and this communication 
was not received by any individual designated in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c) more than 
thirty days prior to the filing of this IDS. 

VIII. PAYMENT OF FEES (check onjy one box, if applicable) 

A. D A check in the amount of $180.00 is enclosed for the above-identified fee. 

B. □ Please charge Deposit Account No. 08-0750 in the amount of $180.00 for 
the above-identified fee. 

Please charge any additional fees or credit any overpayment pursuant to 37 
C.F.R. § 1.16or§ 1.17 to Deposit Account No. 08-0750. 

The above references are being cited only in the interest of candor and without 
any admission that they constitute statutory prior art, contain matter which anticipates 
the invention, or which would render the same obvious, either singly or in combination, 
to a person of ordinary skill in the art. Furthermore, this Information Disclosure 
Statement shall not be construed as a representation that a search has been made. 

If it is determined that this IDS has been filed under the wrong rule, the PTO is 
requested to consider this IDS under the proper rule (with a petition if necessary) and 
charge the appropriate fee to Deposit Account No. 08-0750. 



Harness, Dickey & Pierce, P.L.C. 
P.O. Box 828 

Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48303 
(248)641-1600 

SJF/RWW/jb 



Respectfully submitted, 





Richard W. WsfffreT 
Reg. No. 38,043 
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U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Document Number 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


Number-Kind Code 2 ( if known) 




AA* 


US-1 ,763,730 


06-17-1930 


Von Lackum 






AB* 


US-1 ,959,61 5 


05-22-1934 


Derrah 






AC* 


US-2,433,815 


12-30-1947 


LaForge 






AD* 


US-2,455,655 


12-07-1948 


Carroll 






AE* 


US-2,702,550 


02-22-1955 


Rowe 






AF* 


US-2,724,326 


11-22-1955 


Long 






AG* 


US-2,955,530 


10-11-1960 


Nilo 






AH* 


US-20010034554-A1 


10-25-2001 


Pappas 






Al* 


US-2001 00371 55-A1 


11-01-2001 


Merchant 






AJ* 


US-20020029038-A1 


03-07-2002 


Haines 






AK* 


US-20020029045-A1 


03-07-2002 


Bonutti 






AL* 


US-20020052606-A1 


05-02-2002 


Bonutti 






AM* 


US-20020116023-A1 


08-22-2002 


Fletcher et al. 






AN* 


US-20020173797-A1 


11-21-2002 


Van Zile et al. 






AO* 


US-20020198529-A1 


12-26-2002 


Masini 






AP* 


US-20020198531-A1 


12-26-2002 


Millard et al. 






AQ* 


US-20030028196-A1 


02-06-2003 


Bonutti 






AR* 


US-20030060831-A1 


03-27-2003 


Bonutti 






AS* 


US-200301 00906-A1 


05-29-2003 

WW kW w w w 


Rosa et al 






AT* 


US-200301 00907-A1 


05-29-2003 


Rosa pt al 






AU* 


US-200301 30665-A1 


07-10-2003 


Pinczewski et al. 






AV* 


US-200301 71 757-A1 


09-11-2003 


Coon et al. 






AW* 


US-20030212403-A1 


11-13-2003 


Swanson 






AX* 


US-20030216741-A1 


11-20-2003 


Sanford et al. 






AY* 


US-20030220641-A1 


11-27-2003 


Thelen et al. 






AZ* 


US-20030225413-A1 


12-04-2003 


Sanford et al. 






AA1* 


US-20040039395-A1 


02-26-2004 


Coon et al. 






AB1* 


US-3,048,522 


08-07-1962 


Velley 






AC1* 


US-3,229,006 . 


04-05-1962 


Nohl 






AD1* 


US-3,514,791 


06-02-1970 


Sparks 






AE1* 


US-3,554,197 


01-12-1971 


Dobbie et al. 






AF1* 


US-3,624,747 


11-30-1971 


McKnight et al. 






AG1* 


US-3,631,596 


01-04-1972 


Glaus et al. 






AH1* 


US-3,678,934 


07-25-1972 


Warfield et al. 






AM* 


US-3,698,017 


10-17-1972 


Scales et al. 






AJ1* 


US-3,703,036 


11-21-1972 


Karubian 






AK1* 


US-3,774,244 


11-27-1973 


Walker 






AL1* 


US-3,807,393 


04-30-1974 


McDonald 






AM1* 


US-3,81 1,449 


05-21-1974 


Gravlee et al. 






AN1* 


US-3,869,731 


03-11-1975 


Waugh et al. 






A01* 


US-3,903,549 


09-09-1975 


Deyerle 






AP1* 


US-3,905,105 


09-16-1975 


Tuke et al. 
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AQ1* 


US-3,905,374 


09-16-1975 


Winter 






AR1* 


US-3,91 1,923 


10-14-1975 


Yoon 






AS1* 


US-3 t 913,585 • 


10-21-1975 


Wolvek 






AT1* 


US-3,920,022 


11-18-1975 


Pastor 






AU1* 


US-3,967,625 


07-06-1976 


Yoon 






AV1 # 


US-3,989,049 


11-02-1976 


Yoon 






Awr 


US-3.991,426 


11-16-1976 


Flom et al. 






Axr 


US-3,994,287 


11-30-1976 


Turp et al. 






AY1* 


US-4,053,953 


10-18-1977 


Flom et al. 






Azr 


US-4,055,862 


11-01-1977 


Farling 






AA2 # 


US-4,081,866 


04-04-1978 


Upshaw et al. 






AB2* 


US-4,085,466 


04-25-1978 


Goodfellow et al. 






AC2* 


US-4,085,743 


04-25-1978 


Yoon 






AD2* 


US-4,1 03,680 


08-01-1978 


Yoon 






AE2* 


US-4,299,224 


11-10-1981 


Noiles 






AF2* 


US-4,304,178 


12-08-1981 


Haberle et al. 






AG2* 


US-4,3 11,145 


01-19-1982 


Esty et al. 






AH2* 


US-4,344,193 


08-17-1982 


Kenny 






AI2* 


US-4,349,018 


09-14-1982 


Chambers 






A J 2* 


US-4,373,709 


02-15-1983 


Whitt 






AK2* 


US-4,374,523 


02-22-1983 


Yoon 






AL2* 


US-4,385,404 


05-31-1983 


Sully et al. 






AM2* 


US-4,386,609 


06-07-1983 


Mongeon 






AN2* 


US-4,400,833 


08-30-1983 


Kurland 






A02* 


US-4,453,421 


06-12-1984 


Umano et al. 






AP2* 


US-4,501,269 


02-26-1985 


Bagby 






AQ2* 


US-4,509,518 


04-09-1985 


McGarry et al. 






AR2* 


US-4,516,276 


05-14-1985 


Mittelmeier et al. 






AS2* 


US-4,545,375 


10-08-1985 


Cline 






AT2* 


US-4,554,686 


11-26-1985 


Baker 






AU2* 


US-4,562,598 


01-07-1986 


Kranz et al. 






AV2* 


US-4,565,192 


01-21-1986 


Shapiro 






AWZ 


US-4,574,794 


03-11-1986 


Cooke et al. 






AX2* 


US-4,619,391 


10-28-1986 


Sharkany et al. 






AY2* 


US-4,624,254 


11-25-1986 


McGarry et al. 






A22* 


US-4,641,648 


02-10-1987 


Shapiro 






AA3* 


US-4,642,120 


02-10-1987 


Nevo et al. 






AB3* 


US-4,662,372 


05-05-1987 


Sharkany et al. 






AC3* 


US-4,678,470 


07-07-1987 


Nashef et al. 






AD3* 


US-4,682,598 


07-28-1987 


Beraha 






AE3* 


US-4 t 685 t 460 


08-11-1987 


Thornton 






AF3* 


US-4,71 1,233 


12-08-1987 


Brown 






AG3* 


US-4,718,413 


01-12-1988 


Johnson 






AH3* 


US-4,718,916 


01-12-1988 


Morscher et al. 






AI3* 


US-4,739,751 


04-26-1988 


Sapega et al. 






AJ3* 


US-4,794,854 


01-03-1989 


Swaim 
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AK3* 


US-4,81 7,602 


04-04-1989 


Beraha 






AL3* 


US-4,834,757 


05-30-1989 


Brantigan 






AM3* 


US-4,838,891 


06-13-1989 


Branemark et al. 






AN3* 


US-4,863,472 


09-05-1989 


Tormala et al. 






A03* 


US-4,888,022 


12-19-1989 


Huebsch 






AP3* 


US-4,91 1,721 


03-27-1990 


Andergaten 3 etal. 






AQ3* 


US-4,935,023 


06-19-1990 


Whiteside et al. 






AR3* 


US-4,936,852 


06-26-1990 


Kent, John N et al. 






AS3* 


US-4,950,296 


08-21-1990 


Mclntyre 






AT3* 


US-4,961,740 


10-09-1990 


Ray et al. 






AU3* 


US-4,961,954 


10-09-1990 


Goldberg et al. 






AV3* 


US-4,964,865 


10-23-1990 


Burkhead et al. 






AWT 


US-4,979,949 


12-25-1990 


Matsen, III et al. 






AX3* 


US-4,979,957 


12-25-1990 


Hodorek 






AY3* 


US-4,985,038 


01-15-1991 


Lyell 






AZ3* 


US-5,007,912 


04-16-1991 


Albrektsson et al. 






AA4* 


US-5,01 5,247 


05-14-1991 


Michelson 






AB4* 


US-5,032,132 


07-16-1991 


Matsen, III etal. 






AC4* 


US-5,060,678 


10-29-1991 


Bauman et al. 






AD4* 


US-5,061,286 


10-29-1991 


Lyle 






AE4* 


US-5,062,843 


11-05-1991 


Mahony, III 






AF4* 


US-5,073,373 


12-17-1991 


O'Leary et al. 






AG4* 


US-5,082,670 


01-21-1992 


Gage et al. 






AH4* 


US-5,084,050 


01-28-1992 


Draenert et al. 






AI4* 


US-5,092,869 


03-03-1992 


Waldron 






AJ4* 


US-5,098,437 


03-24-1992 


Kashuba et al. 






AK4* 


US-5,099,859 


03-31-1992 


Bell 






AL4* 


US-5,100,689 


03-31-1992 


Goldberg et al. 






AM4* 


US-5,101,720 


04-07-1992 


Bianchi 






AN4* 


US-5,1 08,441 


04-28-1992 


McDowell 






A04* 


US-5,11 1,987 


05-12-1992 


Moeinzadeh et al. 






AP4* 


US-5,122,144 


06-16-1992 


Bert et al. 






AQ4* 


US-5,1 23,906 


06-23-1992 


Kelman 






AR4* 


US-5,1 29,909 


07-14-1992 


Sutherland 






AS4* 


US-5,147,365 


09-15-1992 


Whitlock et al. 






AT4* 


US-5,152,744 


10-06-1992 


Krause et al. 






AU4* 


US-5,1 52,778 
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